Malignancy of the temporal bone.
Malignant tumors of the temporal bone are extremely rare, and the diagnosis is often delayed because of the difficulty of differentiating neoplasms from more common disorders found in the ear canal and middle ear. The degree of surgical extirpation is planned according to the determined clinicoradiographic extent of the tumor. Unfortunately, the radiographic assessment often underestimates the tumor involvement of neurovascular or bony structures, which may lead to an inadequate resection and life-threatening tumor recurrence.